
Lake Ontario salmon/trout identification

anal fin

1. a) Large black spots on gill cover…………………………………………………....…...……2
b) No spots on gill cover..………………………………………………………………..……….…3

2. a) Mouth extends past rear end of eye; spots round; spots above and
below midline; spots surrounded by halo; may be orange on adipose fin; 
square tail; pectoral fins light; a few or many spots throughout dorsal
fin: brown trout

b) Mouth does not extend past rear end of eye; spots x shaped; spots only
above midline; spots not surrounded by halo; no orange on adipose; tail
slightly forked; pectoral fins dark; none or a few spots near base of 
dorsal fin: Atlantic salmon

3. a) Heavily spotted body, dorsal fin and tail; anal fin rays 7-12 (tip of anal fin 
extends past base when folded back): rainbow trout

b) Lightly spotted body, dorsal fin and tail; anal fin rays 13-19 (tip of anal fin
shorter than base when folded back)……………………………………..…..………….4

4. a) Black spots on upper lobe of caudal fin only; gums at base of teeth
white/gray: coho salmon

b) Black spots throughout caudal fin; gums at base of teeth black: 
chinook salmon
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